The Sabbatical Year

Lev. Ch. 25:1-7

Text:  II Chr. 36:20, 21
And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.


Lev. Ch. 25

The Sabbatical Year
25:1-7
The Seven Sabbatical Years and the Year of Jubilee.
25:8-55

Intro. 
The Living were to work Six days and rest on the Sabbath, 


Exo. 23:12


The Land on which they lived was to be worked for Six years


and allowed to rest on the Seventh or Sabbatical Year.



Exo. 23:10, 11

A. 
The Sabbath Call 
Lev.  25:1, 2

1. The Call of Jehovah.
And the Lord spake unto Moses

25:1
a. The Period 
– the 2nd year out of Egypt.

b. The Place
– 
Mt. Sinai where He gave the Ten Commandments of the Law
Exo. 19:20; 20:1




Now He would give another ordinance concerning the Land.
Lev. 25:1; 26:46; 27:34

c. The Person speaking – The Covenant-keeping Yahweh to Israel.
25:1 

d. His Promise (Covenant) to Abraham – 

i. It Concerns His Gift of a Promised People (Seed).
Gen. 15:5

ii.  
  His Gift of a Promised Property (Land).
Gen. 15:7-8, 18-21

iii. It is Confirmed by:

· A Night Ceremony
Gen. 15:9-11, 17-21

· A Name Change.
Gen 17:1-6

· A National Circumcision.
Gen. 17:7-14

2. The Command of Jehovah  
Speak unto the children of Israel

25:2
a. The Command: The Land shall keep a Sabbath unto the Lord.


The Sabbath of the Land, is denoted as:


25:6
i. A sabbath of rest unto the Lord.

25:4a

ii. A sabbath for the LORD:

25:4b

iii. It is a year of rest unto the Land.

25:5

b. The Commencement: When ye come into the Land…
(Four things to happen)

i. Call for a priest to examine a house if Leprosy is suspected to be in it.
Lev. 14:34-53

ii. Eat no “unCircumcised” fruit until it is ready to be offered to the Lord.
Lev. 19:23-25

iii. Collect the Firstfruits and offer it unto the Lord.

Lev. 23:10-14 cf. 26:1-10f

iv. Let all the Children of Israel keep a Land Sabbath unto the Lord.
Lev. 25:2-7

B.
The Sabbatical Year


Lev.  25:3-7

1. The Seventh Year of Rest for the Land

a. Six years Allotted for sowing and harvesting.

25:3} Cf. Exo. 

b. Seventh year Appointed as rest for the land – a Sabbath unto the Lord.
25:4} 23:10, 11

c. On the Sixth year, Israel Assured of food for three years.

25:4-7 cf. 25:21, 22

i. 6th Year 
– Storing the abundant harvest for three years, 6th, 7th & 8th.
Ct. Exo. 16:26, 27

ii. 7th Year 
– Stopping working the land to give it rest: eat from 6th year harvest.

iii. 8th year 
– Sewing the new seed while still eating from the 6th year harvest.

iv. 9th year 
– Starting to harvest the land and eating from it.

d. The Sabbath Rest Reminder:

i. God is the Owner of the Land and the people are but Tenants.
Lev. 25:23

ii. The people are to Obey His commands and Trust Him. He will bless.
25:18, 19 cf. Exo. 34:23, 24

iii. It is also His Provision for the Poor.

Exo. 23:11

iv. It is His Rest for his people and the animals to be Refreshed.
Exo. 23:12

e. The Sad Recollection of Disobedience in Israel’s History, till there was no remedy.
II Chr. 36:16- 21

i. God gave the people and their property up into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand.

36:17, 19

ii. Nebuchadnezzar then took all out of the land…


36:18, 20

To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: 

for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.
Cf. Jer. 25:9-12

2. The Sabbatical Year of Release for the People.

Deut. 15:1-18

a. The Year of fReedom 

i. For a Hebrew Brother who has become a Bondman.

Deut. 15:12-18; Exo. 21:1-6 

· After six years of bondage the servant can claim Liberty and Liberality.   
15:13-15; Exo. 21:2-4

· Thou shalt not let him go away empty
15:13

· Thou shalt furnish him liberally
15:14
· On the Seventh year, he can choose to continue serving for Love.
15:16; Exo. 21:5

· He shall then serve his master freely Legally with his ears pierced.  
15:17; Exo. 21:6 cf. Psa. 40:6-8

· Obey this Ordinance: Remember all had been slaves in Egypt and were Redeemed by God.
15:15

ii. For a Hebrew Sister who has become a Slave.

Exo. 21:7-11; Deut. 15:17

· She is sold as a Maid to be Married to her Master.

21:7, 8a

Cf. Gen. 16:3; 22:24; 30:3, 9; 36:12)

· If she Satisfies him not, she cannot be Sold to a foreigner,

21:8b

But she can be Redeemed by a Relative.

Cf. Lev. 25:47-54

· If he Passes her to his son, she Possesses the rights of a daughter.
21:9

· If he Marries another wife, he must provide her with food, clothing, and Marital rights (shelter?). 21:10

b. The Year of Release for a Hebrew Brother who Borrowed.

Dt. 15:1-11; Exo. 23:10, 11

i. Creditors are to release (cancel debts, NIV) all brother-debtors. (Ct. foreigners) 15:2, 3 

ii. The Lord will Compensate later.


15:4, 6

iii. Show Compassion to all the brotherly poor.

15:7, 8 ct. 9

iv. Be Careful to trust and obey always.

15:5

v. Be Courageous to trust and obey even when the Year of Release is near.
15:9, 10

vi. Sadly, the poor will never Cease out of the land.

12:11

vii. This year is Called “the Lord’s Release” – Obey this Ordinance and Trust!
15:2, 9

c. The Year of Reading the Law by the Priests to all Hebrew People.
Deut. 31:9-11

i. God’s Precept to the Priests: The Public Reading of the Law (Deut.?) every 7 years. 
31:9

ii. The Period: In the Year of Release at the Feast of Tabernacles.
31:10 cf. 15:1-11

iii. The Place: In God’s appointed place of meeting.

31:11 cf. 16:16, 17

iv. The People: men, women, children and visitors (ct. men only in 16:16)
31:12 cf. Josh. 8:34, 35

v. The Purpose:  



31:12, 13

· For Adults: that they may hear, …learn, and fear the Lord, …and observe.


· For Children: that they may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God.


Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deut. 6:4, 5

